Emerald Ash Borer Management Plan

Village of Minerva Park, Ohio

December 13, 2010

Purpose

The Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) is a small, highly destructive beetle native to China and eastern Asia. Initially detected in Michigan, the EAB has spread to several other areas, including all of Ohio. EAB infestations have led to the death and destruction of countless ash trees. Minerva Park, with its notable tree population, will be affected. Essentially, there are two options for dealing with the EAB: (1) ongoing pesticide treatments for live, healthy trees or (2) removal, particularly of diseased or dead trees. It is important to note that it is safer and more financially prudent to remove trees before they die. 

By implementing a management plan, the Village is attempting to mitigate the disruption to its urban forest caused by the pending infestation of the Emerald Ash Borer. Taking a proactive approach to this invasion will enable the Village to address public and private needs in a more efficient and effective manner. 

The Village will endeavor to distribute the costs associated with implementing this plan over a manageable time period and lessen the social and economic impact that such an extensive loss will have on the quality of life in the community. In addition, as much as possible, the Village will attempt to secure outside funding sources to assist with the costs of EAB management.

Applicability
This plan applies throughout the Village on all public properties where ash trees are currently growing and on private properties where such trees may negatively impact public rights-of-way or other public properties.

Property owners are urged to monitor the EAB’s movements. The decision to treat, remove, or retain private trees rests with the property owner. Instances where trees on private properties pose safety hazards will be addressed on a case-by-case basis in accordance with Village protocol.

Administration

The Village of Minerva Park will be responsible for implementing this plan and seeing that its provisions are carried out.  Note that all aspects of this plan and its implementation are contingent upon available funding.
Definitions

Compliance agreement.  Official Ohio Department of Agriculture (ODA) and USDA Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) approval for moving regulated items outside of a quarantine zone
Diameter at breast height (DBH).  The diameter (in inches) of a trunk cross section measured at 4½ feet above the ground

Hazardous tree.  A tree with the potential to fail (structural defects, areas or points of weakness or deformity); an environment that increases the likelihood of failure (storm events, shallow and wet soil, restricted area for root and crown development); and a target (people, property, or utility lines) that could be struck if the tree fell.  

Public properties.  Tree lawns, medians, islands, and any other publicly owned areas. 

Quarantine zone.  ODA-designated area restricting the movement of regulated items
Regulated Items.  All ash wood and all non-coniferous firewood
Ash Tree Removal or Pesticide Treatment, Including Trees on Private Property 

The Village has initiated and will continue an inventory of all ash trees growing on its rights-of-way, in parks, and on other municipal properties.  Each ash tree, its location, size, and condition will be documented. An estimated budget and timeframe will be generated from the inventory data.  An ash tree inventory spreadsheet or database will be created and updated to prioritize and record the removal, treatment, and status of each tree.

The Village will systematically treat or remove all of its ash trees, with hazardous trees being addressed first, followed by those that are no longer assets to the community (dead, dying, diseased, or poorly sited trees). Utility contractors will be encouraged to remove all ash trees within their easements as part of their normal line clearance activities as opposed to trimming. 

Based on the inventory of public ash trees and current municipal finances, the Village will determine which, if any, ash trees are candidates for chemical treatments. Because research in this field is evolving, it is crucial to investigate all chemical treatments to best determine their potential effectiveness and value. It is important to realize that success is not assured, and that trees will have to be treated annually. In many cases, it may be more cost-effective to remove and replace the tree. Treated trees will be removed if the municipality determines the treatments have failed and EAB infests the tree. 
The Village will establish a relationship with an ISA Certified Arborist now in the event that ash evaluation, treatment, or removal is desired in the future. Contractors will provide proof of liability insurance and worker’s compensation coverage. Because planting new trees in advance of an EAB infestation and removal is a way of preserving Minerva Park’s beautiful neighborhood and tree-lined streets, the Village will encourage residents to replace trees with native tree species appropriate for the site. 

Village officials will explore all possible options before any action. 

Monitoring

The Village of Minerva Park will monitor and verify infestation of each publicly-owned ash tree and report any findings to agencies as deemed necessary or required.

The Village will encourage residents to (1) not plant ash trees on their private property and (2) to immediately remove infested trees without transporting the firewood, (3) replace ash trees with non-host EAB trees, all in accordance with Village guidelines.

The Village will encourage utility right-of-way trimmers to remove instead of trim ash trees.  Any new plantings will be in compliance with existing zoning codes regulating the maximum size of trees near utility lines.
Wood Utilization and Disposal

A random sampling of Ash wood from pruning and removals by the Village shall be inspected for EAB by looking for D-shaped exit holes and by removing shavings of bark to find larval galleries. The plan must comply with the Ohio Department of Agriculture’s regulations for handling regulated materials. Wood that cannot be used for lumber, turning, firewood, or mulch will be disposed of by the contractor according to ODA specifications.  The Village will determine the proper disposition of wood that can be used for lumber, turning, firewood, or mulch according to ODA specifications.
Communications
The mayor, Village council, and tree committee will receive periodic briefings through normal channels. All media relations will follow normal municipal protocol.

No removal of Ash trees within the public right-of-way will begin without adequate prior notification to affected homeowners. Ash trees selected for removal will be marked, and all affected residents on a street scheduled for Ash removal will be given written notice prior to removal.  The Village will keep the public informed through mailings, articles in the Village newsletter, hand delivery of literature/door hangers, media, or the Village’s web site.
Education

Additional training sessions for Village staff, contractors, and residents will be held to discuss the pending infestation and to provide ash and EAB identification tips.

Canopy Replacement and Care
As the budget permits, all removed public ash trees will be replaced with indigenous, non-host species that:

· will enhance the planting site

· are appropriate for the planting site 

· add to the diversity and general health of the urban forest 
· are in keeping with Village guidelines
Trees will be planted in accordance with the Ohio Nursery and Landscape Association/Ohio Division of Forestry Tree Planting Specifications, be in the 1¼” to 2” caliper range, and obtained from ONLA-member firms. Plantings will be budget-based and prioritized by the Village. The Village will be updating the existing tree and landscaping ordinances.  No plantings will be made that cannot be adequately maintained. All new plantings will conform to the “10-20-30” tree species diversity rule. 
Private Ash Trees

When ash trees on private property are infested by the EAB and pose a danger to the public at large, the Village may consult with private property owners to recommend an appropriate course of action.  Neglected trees on private property affected by the EAB are deemed hazardous and shall be managed according to the Village Code.

Contact List

Mayor Lynn Eisentrout – 882-5743, 899-1296 fax, mayor@minervapark.org

Budget

$10,000 Project

$5,000 Grant Request – Treat, remove, or replace ash trees with non-host EAB trees

$5,000 Village matching funds - Treat, remove, or replace ash trees with non-host EAB trees
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